
New Data on Caribbean Firms' Productivity, Technology and Innovation Coming Soon! 
  
In the Caribbean, the relationship between firm-level productivity and firm-specific as well as contextual 
variables have traditionally not been well understood, due largely to unavailability of data.  
 
Until 2011, the region did not have firm-level, internationally comparable data that could shed light on 
the variables that affected productivity.  
 
To fill this gap and to facilitate a better understanding of firm level growth in the region, Compete 
Caribbean funded a Caribbean Enterprise and Indicator Survey in 14 countries that was conducted as 
part of the World Bank's 2011 Latin American and Caribbean Enterprise Surveys (LACES). 
 
Until 2011, the region did not have firm-level, internationally comparable data that could shed light on 
the variables that affected productivity. In 2014, Compete Caribbean generated the second round of 
data by repeating the survey for 13 countries, updating the data on enterprises and including additional 
variables linked to productivity, technology and innovation (PROTEqIN) at the firm level. 
 
This data set covered 13 countries and 1,966 interviews. Firms from Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St Lucia, St. Kitts and Nevis, St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago were included from a sample of formal firms with five or 
more employees. 
 
Completed interviews were as follows: Antigua and Barbuda (131), The Bahamas (127), Barbados (123), 
Belize (122), Dominica (126), Grenada (129), Guyana (120), Jamaica (242), St. Lucia (128), St. Kitts and 
Nevis (125), St. Vincent and the Grenadines (133), Suriname (120) and Trinidad and Tobago (340). The 
size of the sample is representative of the whole non-agricultural private sector and it includes selected 
manufacturing and service industries. 
 
Compete Caribbean intends to make this data set available to the public, along with exciting research 
opportunities for those interested in firm-level analysis in the Caribbean. 


